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WEATHER.
Fair, continued cool tonight. Tomorrow

fair, warmer.

Temperature for twenty-four hours end¬
ing 2 p.m.: Highest, 69, at 2 p.m. today;
lowest. 48. at 5:30 a.m. today.
Full report on page 16.
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TRANSPORT SUNK;
413 LIVES LOST

Transylvania Sent to Bottom
in Mediterranean by

Enemy Torpedo.

MARKED LIKE LUSITANIA

By the Annotated Pres*.
LONDON, May 24.The British trans¬

port Transylvania was torpedoed on

May 4, with the loss of 413 persons.
The following: official statement was

given out today:
"The British transport Transylvania,

with troops aboard, was torpedoed in
the Mediterranean on May 4. resulting:
in the following: losses: Twenty-nine
officers and 37.*i of othor ranks; also the
ship's captain. Lieut. S. Bruell. and one
officer and nine men of the crew."

Survivors Taken to Italy.
NEW YORK, May 24..The Anchor

line steamship Transylvania was sunk
in the Mediterranean off the French-
Italian coast, it was learned here to¬
day. The survivors.how many it is
not known here.were taken into Sa-
vona. Italy, by rescuers. There they
remained until May 12. cared for by
the populace and administered to by
Red Cross authorities. When they left
Savona on another.vessel for an un¬

named destination a throng of thou¬
sands of persons assembled at the
shore and cheered the departure.
Capt. Bruell, who lived in Scotland,

commanded the Transylvania when she
went down. He was one of the oldest
captains in the Anchor line service.

Last Appearance in U. S.
The Transylvania's last appearance in

American waters was on the day when the
Lusitania was torpedoed.May 7. 1915.
Just ks she was about to sail from New
York with 972 passengers. Capt. John
Black, then commanding, was given the
information of the Lusitania's fate. The
vessel left ostensibly for I-iverpool, but
Capt. Black steered a roundabout course
and landed his passengers safely at
Greenock, Scotland. It was generally re¬

ported at the time that the Transylvania
also was marked for destruction.

Was Ship o£ 14,315 Tons.
The Transylvania, an Anchor line

steamship of 14,315 tons, gross, has been
In the service of the British government
since May, 1915, when her sailings were
canceled. There have been no recent re¬

ports of her movements. When she was
first taken over by the British govern¬
ment she was engaged in transporting
troops to Gallipoli.
The Transylvania was built in 1914. She

was constructed especially for passenger
traffic between New York and Mediter¬
ranean ports. She was 548 feet long
and had accommodations for 2,450 pas¬
sengers. #

MAY NOT CONTROL FOOD
EXPORTS FROM COUNTRY;
Commerce Department, However, Is

likely to Administer the
Limitation Act.

Control over the exports of food from
thi* country probably will not come
under the administration of the De¬
partment of Commerce, it was learned
today, although it is probable that the
administration of the export limitation
act will be administered by that branch
of the government.
Herbert C. Hoover today -conferred

with Secretary Redfleld of the Depart¬
ment of Commerce upon the probable
part the department will bear in the
administration of the exports limita¬
tion act, when passed, with particular
reference-to the department's role in
relation to food exports.
While Mr. Redfleld assumed that the;

administration of the exports limita¬
tion act would be by the Commerce De¬
partment. he declared he did not know
at this time that it would be. and did
not suppose that the department would,
in any event, have control over the ex¬
ports of food.
The whole food situation is of such

magnitude as will merit distinct han¬
dling by itself, in the opinion of Secre¬
tary Redfleld, who assured Mr. Hoover
Of the heartiest co-operation of the
Commerce Department in this line of
export control.

Other Branches to Share in Work.
The' Agriculture Department and Mr.

Hoover are tremendously well equipped,in the opinion of Mr. Redfield. to han¬
dle all the details and complete ma¬
chinery of the big problem of food px-port^to the allies of the United States
during the continuance of the war.
Any steps by any department or any

agent of the government would be
taken in the case of food exports only
with the approval of the State Depart¬
ment, it is understood.

It is regarded as probable that while
the administration of exports limitation
act will be put in the hands of the
Commerce Department, all branches of
the government will have their proper
share in the work.
In the case of food exports, it is high¬

ly probable that an American repre¬
sentative will be appointed to the ra¬
tioning committee of the British gov¬
ernment in l^ondon, and that much of
the advice to the government of the
I'nited States as to the handling of the
food situation in regard to the needs
of the allies will come from him.

OFFICE IS OPENED HERE
. BY FOOD ADMINISTRATOR

Herbert C. Hoover, chosen by President
Wilson as food administrator under pend¬
ing legi*d*tion- has opened his oftW. The
food administration bureau has been as¬
signed to rooms in the new Department of
the Interior building. 19th and E streets.
Mr. Hoover will proceed immediatelywith plans for food control organizations

and within a few days probably will begin
to select his assistants. His stipulation
in accepting the task was that neither he
nor his aids should receive pay for
services.
A number of Chicago meat packers,headed by Louis F. Swift, called on Mr.

Hoover yesterday to get his ideas con¬
cerning the relation of the packing in¬dustry to food control.
The administrator this afternoon had a

conference with President Wilson, and it
is supposed they went over the food planswhich Mr. Hoover has formulated for
the war period.

RUSSIA TO HASTEN
CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY

PETROGRAD, May 24, via 1-ondon,3:50 p.m..The new Russian coalition
government today ordered a series of
measures for hastening tjrfe summon¬
ing of the Russian constituent arsem-
bfy. The first meeting of a committee¦fipolnted to discuss arrangements fortiie -election to this body had been fixed

June 7.

»

Mission, Headed by Prince Udine,
Presented by Secretary Lansing.

Plans for Actual Work.

Members of Italy's war commission,
headed by Prince Udine. today were

jpresented to President Wilson by Sec¬
retary of State 1.anting. The cere-

£ace ,hp b,up r°°m of

..'"te House. Secretary Lansing
"as the only member of the cabinet

^hite House naval and mili-

St- a,r's were there in dress uniform.

, e. L.dlnc made a brief speech,
lotto ".Sd to thp President a personal
etter addressed to him by King Em-
nianuel HI of Italy.
Q r?>«! highness. Ferdinando di
. a\oja, I rince of Udine. wore the uni-
rorm of a captain in the royal navy.
Me also wore the decoration, the col-

..*« t> /*nnunz;ata. highest recognition

.in Italian may obtain, and usually
fT ,only upon members of the
' family.. President Wilson replied

to rince IMines address, expressing
his pleasure at the coming of the mis-
sion. *

Before calling' at the White House
nie Italian mission went to the State,
ar and Navy building. As it entered

it was cheered by crowds, and as* it
passed through the corridors man and
woman clerks gathered to applaud.
Secretary I^ansing received the com¬

mission in the diplomatic room. From
there the mission members went to call
on Secretary of the Navy Daniels, and
tne* proceeded to the White House.

Conference at Italian Embassy.
This afternoon the commission got

down to actual work, at a conference
at the Italian embassy. lT.'.O R street,
where Ambassador di Cellere and mem¬
ber of the embassy staff discussed with
the mission members the arrangements
for conferences with officials of this
government on subjects of mutual in¬
terest.
This evening the entire mission, the

Italian ambassador and others of the
embassy staff will be entertained at a"!
formal dinner in the mission's honor at
the White House.
At headquarters of the mission em-

Dhasis is laid on the fact that the mis¬
sion members desire to get down to the
work for which they came as soon as
possible. With the mission are eight¬
een technical experts, principally en¬
gineers and agricultural authorities.
Italy does not need soldiers, it was

stated, but her food problem, while
less pressing than that of other allied
powers, will be considered, and she
hopes especially to devise means of
transporting raw materials needed for
munitions, other fighting equipment
and clothing .from this country to Italy.

Ita.y is a buyer of large quantities
of lumber in this country, and thou¬
sands of tons of bricks are now being
shipped to her. It was stated that
these bricks are needed for military
operations in the Alps, where dugouts
must be built to protect soldiers from
the extreme cold.

Military Conferences Important.
Military conferences are expected to

develop that the Italian military pro¬
gram Js more comprehensive than has
been set forth in this country, and re¬
cent movements qf the Austrians are
said to indicate this fact. Military
jftfjm1 mi? °.fi thp n,lrfv' are expected to
g"ve~'9Tu!(me Information to this gov-
"nme"t about the peculiar problems
oi the Italian front, involving Alpine
lighting and the highest development
of aeroplane warfare.
Greatest interest in what the Italian*

have to tell centers in the devices
worked out by their naval experts In
conjunction with Guglielmo Marconi

i?Vf* 7,reI«? telegraphy, whicli
.i.l b?"eved mark a step in coping
*'th. 8u,bmar.nes. Emphasis was laid on
the fact that thirteen U-boats succumbed

tS.i e vlcea in ,hc flrst three weeks of
their operations. Members of the mis¬
sion also state that recent North sea
efforts against submarines have been
more successful.

Issues Statement to Press.
The Prince of Udine has issued the

vVtss- sta,ement to the American

The chief object of our mission is to'
convey the greetings of the king and
the people of Italy to President Wilson
and we shall therefore make no official
decoration before having seen the
President. Meanwhile as a prince o?
the house of Savoy, as a cousin of the
K'ng of Italy and as the head of the
Italian mission, I cannot help saving to
vou that I am happy and proud to flnd

the United States, in the
great American democracy, at the ve?v
moment in which it is bringing the In¬
valuably contribution of Us will and
of its resources to the defense of hu-

man_ rights and of the liberty of na-

been divided an'd ^a rassed6by" the op"?"°,h
defenders of hum^rights and of ?^
aws which should regulate warfare®'
Italy, which in the middle of the past
century succeeded at last in "refine
heJ".sclf and becoming a united nation
which drew its power from the Srin
hkPs acculmed'wm, """ in^endV.
the generous IntervenHo^of th^Ame?!"
can people who have joined the allie,
to bring about the triumph of the prtn
ciples upon which alone can be fonnrt

^steadfastly peace and human prog-"
Made Italy Independent.

"Without stopping to taiii_

avour. with the co-operation o
thinker and apostle such as M f
who spent all his life j. advocating
ideals of liberty and juslice2nd J h
the help of a warrior like* <Wib?ldP
who was justly called the .Kni^h? if
Humanity,' for having alw'ava M h!
sword to the holy cauVe 0f" freedom
staked his own throne to redeem Italy"
of "theSe" ,dea',y- which wa. born out

these ideals, can only be in full
agreement with the American democ¬
racy. which was founded by such Z?e
and exalted personages ;_s Washintrfnr.
and Lincoln and which is now guided
jby a far-seeing and most illustrious
President, who, supported by the suf¬
frage of his people, has courageously

jusUce/'" *lef<,nse of humanity and

CENTURY TO BUILD SHAFT.

Monument to French Officer, Ordered
in 1778, Unveiled Today.

BOSTON. May 24..A monument in
memory of a French naval officer, or¬
dered erected by the Massachusetts leg¬
islature in 1778. but only recently com¬
pleted. was unveiled on the grounds of
King's Chapel today. The officer was
the Chevalier de Saint-Sauveur, who
came to Boston in 1778 with the fleet
commanded by Count d'Estaing. While
ashore one night with a company of of-
ficers he visited a part of the town in
which a riot had broken out and was
fatally wounded. *

In the following month the vote for
the monument was passed in the legis¬
lature. An inscription was prepared by
Count d'Estaing, but for some obscure
reason the erection of the monument
was postponed and finally forgotten.
A century and a quarter later records
of the vote were discovered and last
year the legislature made an appro¬
priation. for the n^einorial. The archi¬
tect was Alexander Wadsworth Long¬
fellow, a nephew of the peeL

d\

VETERANS IN GRAY
TO LEAD JUBILEE

Reunion Chairman Proposes
They Conduct Demonstra¬
tions Registration Day.

TENT CITY ON PLAZA

Confederate Veterans who come here
to attend their tjventy-seventh annual
reunion are to conduct patriotic dem¬
onstrations in various sections of the
city on June 5, the registration day un¬

der the army draft law, if the plans of
Robert N. Harper, chairman of the re¬

union committee.^ire adopted.
It is proposed to have the veterans in

gray deliver patriotic addresses on

street corners and the bands which are

to accompany them here to parade
about the city. Their activities will be
a positive indication that this is a
united country. Mr. Harper points out.
Arrangements are being made to

have the veterans march from their
headquarters in the Raleigh Hotel part
of the way to the Arcade. 14th street
and Park road, on the morning of June
5, which is the day of the formal open¬
ing of their reunion. They will be
headed by the Marine Band, and prob¬
ably will march as far as 14th and H
streets, where they will board street
cars and.ride the remainder of the dis¬
tance.

Veterans to Aid Recruiting.
Many of the veterans of the Confed¬

eracy already have signified their de¬
sire to assist in obtaining recruits for
the army and navy forces of the coun¬
try and the National Guard during their
stay in Washington. Mr. Harper says
that recruiting talks probably will be
made by a number of prominent men.

Inability of the reunion committee
to get a sufficient number'of buildiugs
in which to house the veterans during
?heir stay here has resulted in the re¬
turn to the plan originally considered
of establishing a camp for them on the
plaza in front of the Union station. The
reunion committee leased a number of
vacant buildings about the city for the
use of the veterans, but within the last
few days these properties have been
requisitioned for use by the govern¬
ment. They included the Old Emerg¬
ency Hospital building and a number
of other Structures, well suited for car¬
ing for the veterans.
Now arrangements are being made

to have a number of big canvas-covered
structures erected on the plaza. Many
smaller tents also are to be set up as
sleeping quarters. There is to be a big
mess hall, more than 200 feet in length,
and another big structure for use as a
kitchen. Arrangements have been made
to borrow about 2,000 cots and blankets
from the War Department and the re¬
mainder that will be needed have been
contracted for with private concerns.

Part of Schools.
Mr. Harper ,had a conference today

with Stephen E. Kramer, assistant su¬
perintendent of public schools, and C.
C. Calhoun, president of the Southern
Society of Washington, concerning the
concert and human flag to be staged
on the monument grounds, under the
auspices of the society. It is believed
this will be one of the prettiest fea¬
tures of the reunion program.
Announcement was made today that

Corp. Tanner; prominent figure in G.
A. R. circles, is to make an address of
welcome to the veterans of the gray
in behalf of the veterans of the blue
at the opening session of the reunion
at the Arcade Tuesday morning. June
5. Col. Robert E. Lee, jr., of Virginia
will welcome the veterans on behalf of
the Sons of Veterans.

Ten Thousand Dollars Must
Be Added This Week to Fund
for Reunion of Confederates

i Contributions to the fund being
raised to provide for the reunion of
Confederate Veterans are not being
made as promptly as they should be by
the business and professional interests
of Washington and individuals, in the
belief of the finance committee, of
which H. F. Cary is chairman. About

already has been raised, but
$10,000 more is needed to meet the ex¬
penses of the reunion. This money must
be in hand not later than Saturday.
The general committees having in

charge the reunion work have been
laboring day and night for many weeks,
and the general plans for the entertain¬
ment of the rennion crowds are pro-
pressing splendidly. However, there are
many contracts to be made which can¬
not be closed until the money is in
hand. If the money is not in hand some
of the contracts cannot be made. The
finance committee makes an earnest ap¬
peal that those who have not yet con¬
tributed "their bit," whether the amounts
shall be five, ten, twenty, thirty or fifty
dollars, or even larger sums, should do
so without further delay.

Program on Business Basis.
The entire program is being worked

out on a business basis by business
men. The accounts are being and will
be audited by certified accountants."
Many citizens have postponed con¬

tributing. They are waiting for the
last minute, the finance committee be¬
lieves. The last moment has about
arrived, and it is necessary for the
finance committee to know where it
stands by Saturday M this week.
Contributions should be sent to any

of the following-named members of
the finance committee;
M. E. Ailes. H. C. Ansley, H. M. Brid¬

get, A. Brylawski. W. G. Carter, John
B. Cochran, Charles I. Corby, P. A.
T>rury, R. H. De Butts. John Joy Edson,
Fred A. E;nery. William J. Eynon,
Charles M. Fairfax, H. W. Fisher. W.-T.
Galliher, Isaac (Jans, George E. Hamil¬
ton. W. B. Hibbs, F.- S. Hight, Lewiss
Holmes, H. G. Johnson, I). J. Kaufman,
J. Leo Kolb, M. A. Leese. A. Lisner, F.
W. MoKenzie, E. J. Murphy, John L.
N'ewbold. Julius I. Peyser. John Poole,
C. H. Pope, A. J. Poston, Dr. J. J. Rich¬
ardson. Conway Robinson, Guy T. Scott.
Thomas W. Smith, R. I,,. Neuhauser.
Joseph Strasburger. Magnus S. Thomp¬
son. George W. White, Simon Wolf and
H. F. Cary, chairman.

Students Greeted in London.
LONDON, May 24. 11:45 a.m..The

Duke of Connaught shook hands
today with sixty American college
students who have come to, Eng¬
land for duly in the camps of the
V. M. A. The ceremony, which
was simple and informal, took place at
the Y. M. <". A. headquarters, where the
duke stood in the center of a group of
Jfmericans and welcomed them. He
said their presence was "an additional
evidence of the whole-hearted way in
which America has thrown in her lot
with the allies in the fight for freedom
and civilization."

Ambulance Unit En Route to France
NEW YORK. May 24..Numbering

among its members B. H. 1'utnam, sixth
lineal descendant of fjen. Israel Putnam
of revolutionary fame, an Ohio ambulan.v
unit en route to France Is the guest to¬
day of the Ohio hoijiety of New YorkTwentv-three students of Marietta Col¬
lege and Miami University compose the
unit, and they will take with them twentyautomobile ambulances and a complete
field equipment supplied by several busi¬
ness-men of Columbus. Ohio.

8,600 PRISONERS TAKEN
BY FRENCH IN MAY

New German Counter Attacks in
Vauclerc Plateau Region

Repulsed.

By th«» Associated Pros*.
PARIS. May 24..German counter at¬

tacks in the region of the Vauclerc
plateau were repulsed last night with
heavy losses, according to an official
statement issued by the war office this
mArning. Since May 1 the French have
taken S.600 prisoners in this district.
The statement follows:
"On the Vauclerc plateau at 8:30

o*clock last night an attack by the
Germans, made after a violent bom¬
bardment. was checked immediately.
The Germans were driven back to the
trenches whence they came after suf¬
fering heavy losses. Prisoners taken
in this region in the operations of May
22 belong to six regiments from four
different divisions. Since May 1. 8,600
unwounded Germans have been cap¬
tured by our troops between Soissons
and Auberive.
"In the Champagne there was rather

active artillery fighting on the Moron-
villiers range. On the remainder of
the front patrol encounters andv inter¬
mittent artillery fighting occurred."

British Get Prisoners.
LONDON*. May 24, 1:15 p.m.."We se¬

cured a few prisoners during the night
as the result of patrol encounters east
of Le Verguier," says todays war
office report on operations along the
Franco-Belgian front. "Nothing else
interesting occiyred."

French Failed, Says Berlin.
BERLIN. May 24..The French have

suffered a sanguinary blow because of
the failure of their attacks on the Ger¬
man lines in France yesterday, says
today's army headquarters statement.

SINN FEINERS TO CONFER
ONLY ON OWN CONDITIONS

Decline to Participate in Conference
Called by English Government Un¬

less Terms Are Agreed To.

DUBLIN. May 24. 2:40 p.m..The Sinn
Fein conference today unanimously re¬
solved to decline to participate in any
conference "called by the English gov¬
ernment ostensibly to settle the Irish
question" until the following condi¬
tions are fulfilled:
First.That the terms referring the

question to the conference leave it free
to decree the complete independence of
Ireland. ..

Second.That' the English govern¬
ment publicly pledge itself to the
United States and the powers of Europe
to ratify the decision of a majority of
the conference.
Third.That the convention consist

of none but persons freely elected by
the adult suffrage of Ireland.
Fourth.That prisoner-of-war treat¬

ment is accorded the Trish prisoners ar¬
rested during the recent revolution.
DUBLIN, May 24..The executive

committee of the Irish unionist alli¬
ance has adopted a resolution approv¬
ing the letter written by Viscount
IMiddleton. former secretary for war
and former secretary for India, ad¬
dressed to the prime minister, setting
forth the views of the unionist rep¬
resentatives in the west and south of
Ireland, and decided to submit the
question of the Irish settlement to a
convention of the, alliance at an early
date. s

GREAT WELCOME AWAITS
U. S. TROOPS IN FRANCE

PARIS, May 24..Jules Cambon said
the French government was highly
gratified at the reception President
Wilson had accorded Capt. Andre
Tardieu. French high commissioner in
the I'nited States. He added that it
was felt that f'apt. Tardieu's mission
would aid in securing co-ordination and
concentration of the economic branches
of the French government's work with
which he is charged.
.The French people are intensely in¬

terested in the coming of the American
division to France," M. Camhon added.
"Their reception will be equal to, if it
does not exceed, that the American
public gave M. Vivian! and Gen. Joffre.
In fact, the arrival of American troops
on French soil is regarded by our peo¬
ple as the final stroke which will pre¬
cede victory." .

Austrian Party Reaches Berlin.
COPENHAGEN, via London, May 24.

9 ;30 a-.ni..According to the Vossische
Zeitung, Count Tarnowski von Tarnow,
recalled Austrian ambassador to the
United States, and Dr. FiMedrich Verdy
du Vernois, dismissed German minister
to Cuba, arrived in Berlin Tuesday.

Foreign Minister Quoted as Holding
Germany Has Forced Virtual

State of War.

By the Associated Press.
RIO DE JANEIItp, May 24..Foreign J

Minister Nilo Pecanha declared in the'
council of ministers, acording to the
newspapers, that it was not necessary-
for Brazil to declare war on Germany
because she had been virtually forced
into a state of war by circumstances.
He said that the torpedoing qt the
Brazilian steamer Tijuca did not es¬
sentially modify the situation created
by the destruction of the Parana,
Senhor Pecanha said that, in regardj
to co-operation between Brazil and the
United States, the government should
devote its entire attention to military
and naval organization, especially with
respect to collaborating with the
United States in the policing of the
south Atlantic, and should propare for
any eventuality.
After the meeting of the council

Senhor Pecanha was asked as to the
possibility of Brazil declaring war on
Germany. The minister replied: "Brazil
declares war on nobody. She defends
Jjerself. It is Germany which declares
Avar on all neutrals."

To Make Beport Today.
Senhor Pecanha will send to the

chamber of deputies and the senate to-
day the result of in inquiry into the
sinking of the Tijuca. He will also
furnish details of the diplomatic ex-
changes regarding the international
situation.
The ccmiments of the newspapers in¬

dicate a hardening of public opinion
on the necessity of declaring war
against Germany as a step to effect the
solidarity of Brazilian policy with that
of the United States. The Jo;*nal do
Cpmmercio says:

"In the presence of German barbarity
there are two attitudes to choose from,
either co-operation in the cause of lib¬
erty, or the humiliation of Brazil. Bra¬
zil will not humiliate herself. Our gov¬
ernment is not free to declare war, that
is for congress to decide, but the gov¬
ernment is fortified by the confidence
of the entire country. It is not the tor¬
pedoing of the Tijuca whtfch has de¬
termined the firm attitude of the Bra¬
zilian government, that is the conse¬
quence of more elevated considerations.

"Neutrality Is Ended."
"Our neutrality is ended. We are not

yet in war, but we are aligned with
and for America, and we will enter
freely into a state of belligerency with¬
out considering for a moment an al¬
liance with Europe. Such is our point
of view at present. The sequel depends
not on the government, but on congress,,
and the nation waits for congress to do
its duty as the government has indi¬
cated it."
The Corrieo de Manha says: "The

action of the United States was in¬
spired by the supreme interests of civ- I
ilization. This circumstance places
American intervention, with which we
associate ourselves today, on a superior
plane. We have become deliberate col¬
laborators in American policy."
O Paiz considers the torpedoing of

the Tijuca of secondary importance
compared with the events which pre¬
ceded it. "The torpedoing," says this
paper, "will not oblige us to make a

theatrical declaration of war against
Germany, but it will oblige us to take
measures of national defense which
Germany can interpret as she may,"

GERMAN FLIERS BOMB
EAST PART OF ENGLAND

By Hip Associated Pross.
LONDON, May 24..Four or five. Ger¬

man airships raided the eastern coun¬
ties of England last night, according to
an official statement issued this morn¬
ing. The airships dropped bombs and
escaped, although pursued.
The official statement says:
"Four or five hostile airships ap¬

proached East Anglia shortly before
midnight last night. The weather was
overcast and a thick bank of rain
clouds made observation difficult.
"Four airships appear to have pene¬

trated inland into the eastern counties.
They followed erratic courses and
dropped a number of bombs in country
districts, apparently being unable to
locate their position. The raiders were
pursued by our airplanes, but thick
clouds enabled them to make good their
escape. On man was killed in a Nor¬
folk village. The material damage Is
believed to be negligible."

Washington Subscription
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ITALIANS IN NEW DRIVE
TAKE 9,000 PRISONERS

Break Through Austrian Lines.
Fliers Drop Ten Tons of

Bombs on Foe.

By flip Associated Press.
ROME, May 24, via London..Italian

forces yesterday broke through the
Austro-Hungarian lines from Castag-
navizza to the sea, takings more than
9,000 prisoners, says an orocial state-
ment issued today by the Italian war
department.
The Italian war office announced that

Italian forces had occupied part of the
area south of the Castagnavizza-Bos-
comalo road, had passed Boscomalo and
had captured the town of Jamiano, and
strong heights east of Pietrarossa and
Bagni.
The statement said that the Austro-

Hungarians were at first surprised and
nonplussed. Toward evening theylaunched coqntor attacks, but were re¬
pulsed.

Italian airplanes, numbering 130,dropped ten tons of bombs on the
Austro-Hungarians.
The British batteries co-operate with

the Italians. i

\
Italy Celebrates Day.

Manifestations were held throughout
the kingdom today in celebration of
Italy's entrance into the third year o1
the war. Towns all over the country
were decorated with the colors. In
Rome processions bearing the flags of
Italy and her allies, including the Starsjand Stripes, paraded through the streets
{toward the capitol hill, where patriotic
addresses were made, with many refer¬
ences to the participation of the United
States in the war.
The newspapers review the results

obtained by two years of military
fperatians, and in speaking of the pres¬ent situation say that the offensive now
in progress is intended to assist the
Russians by preventing the Austrians
and Germans from exerting more pres¬
sure on them, thus enabling the Russian
revolutionary government to hasten re¬
organization of the army. The news¬
papers draw a parallel to the s4tuation
of two years ago. when, with the
Russians in retreat the Italian army, al¬
though still unprepared, instituted
operations which compelled the Aus¬
trians to divert large forces from the
Russian front. It is recalled also that
the Russians paid this debt by making
an attack in Galicia at the time the
Austrians were invading the Italian
Trentino. relieving the pressure on the
Italian troops.

VON BISSING PLEA TABOO.
German Papers Not Permitted to
Discuss Annexation Memorandum.
COPENHAGEN, via London. May 24..

The von Bissing memorandum, in
which the late Governor General of
Belgium urged on the emperor the
necessity of the annexation of the
kingdom, is taboo to the German press.The censor has apparently forbidden
its i publication^ or any reference or
comment upon it.
LONDON, May 24..A memorandumwritten by the late Gen. von Bissing,governor general in Belgium, whichit is assumed was prepared for sub¬mission to Emperor William, repre¬sents the possibility of a reconcilia¬tion between Germany and Belgiumas illusory, and argues the absolutenecessity of the annexation of Bel¬gium as a preparation for another waragainst Great Britain.
The memorandum declares that notreaty guarantees, however strong,would prevent Belgium from beingswept into the enemy camp, and that,therefore, Belgium must be conquered.

DB. WAITE DIES TONIGHT.
Dentist Who Killed Father-in-Law

Gees to Electric Chair.
OSSIN1NG. N. Y.. May 24..Withinthree days of the first anniversary ofhis conviction. Dr. Arthur WarrenWaite. a young dentist, will die in theelectric chair in Sing Sing prison at 11o'clock tonight for the murder of hiswealthy father-in-law. John E. Peckof Grand Rapids, MiclW
A jury in the supreme court of NewYork county found Waite guilty onMay 27, 191G, after he had told how hehad anesthetized Mr. Peck and thensmothered him with a pillow. This wasafter admitted attempts to kill his vic¬tim with poison, suffocation and othermethods.
Waite also told the jury that he hadkilled Mrs. Peck by inoculating herwithidisease germs and then giving herpoison. His life was a self-confessed

record of theft from the time he was fthirteen years old.

Hungarian Town Nearly Wiped Out.
LONDON, May 24..A Reuter dispatchfrom Amsterdam quotes a message from

Budapest as saying that an official in¬
vestigation of the fire in the Hungarian*
town of Gyoenyoes shows that of the
2,900 houses there more than 1,200 were
destroyed. The damage is estimated at
more than 30.000,000 kronen. There were
toutteen~XaUlitlea* _ _

COMMUNITY FETES
10BEHEIDIIM5

Neighborhood Celebrations to
Mark Registration Day

in Capital.

DEPARTMENT REGISTRARS

Registration day I" Jane B.
There are but eleven more d«j»

In which absentees may register.
If you live In any of the Paelfle

coast stated, you have but six
days left In vrhleh to register.
If you live In southwestern or

far western states, you have but
eight days left.
If you live In middle-western,

southern or New England states,
you have nine days remaining.

Washington will observe registra-
tion day, June 5, with what practfcallj
is assured of being: the biggest patri
otic demonstration ever arranged ir
the capital on short notice. This was
determined yesterday when represent
atives of the city's industrial, civic ant
other interests, at a meeting in th<
boardroom of the District building, out
lined plans for community demonstra
tions in every section of the city. Th<
proposal for a parade in Pennsylvanis
avenue was abandoned.
James P. Oyster, who presided at th<

meeting, was In conference today witl
Commissioner Brownlow relative to th<
appointment of an executive committer
which will take up with the varioui
citizens' associations detailed plans foi
the community observances.

Citizens' Bodies to Aid.
William F. Gude, who accepted ap¬

pointment as vice chairman of the gen¬
eral celebration committee; Presidenl
Stockton of George Washington Uni¬
versity; President Van Schaick of th«
board of education: President Shreve oi
the Federation of Citizens' Associa¬
tions; President Brandenburg of th<
Board of Trade; President Sinclair oi
the Chamber of Commerce, and a large
number of other prominent Washing-
tonians attended the meeting and
unanimously approved the suggestior
to invite the citizens* associations tc
arrange patriotic demonstrations foi
the sections they represent.
While each organization will work

out its own program, it is expected th<
associations will hold special patriotic
meetings and that community parade!
and other features will be provided.
Park View gave notice this morninj

that it would co-operate in this genera
plan and assurances from other asso
ciations are expected to follow as sooi

as they have been communicated wltl
by the executive committee to be n&Aie<
today. John G. McGrath, president o
the Park View Citizens' Association
who attended the meeting, last nigh
laid the matter before the Park Viev
Social Club, the major body of the Pari
View community center. It was de
cided to call a special meeting in th<
auditorium of the Park View Schoc
Sunday, at 3 p.m., when plans will b
formulated for the patriotic demonstra
tion tn that section.
Commissioner Brownlow told the gen

eral committee yesterday that *t woul
be lmpfaetiedMe to have a parade li
Pennsylvania avenue for the reason tha
the services of the police will be re
quired elsewhere on registration daj
Whether or not there will be a demon
stration on the ellipse, in addition t<
the community observances, is a ques
tion the executive committee must de
termine. '

Registration Plans Pushed.
Plans for registration of all Distrlc

citizens who are of conscription ag<
went forward with vigor today. Th<
special registrars who are to handli
the cases of government clerks whi
maintain residences outside the Distric
were given instructions at the Distric
building last night as to their duties
Commissioner Brownlow, Maj. Pullman
Health Officer Woodward and Daniel J
Donovan, executive secretary of th<
registration, officiated as tutors to tin
class.
A registrar for every government de

partment has been appointed. Commis
sioner Brownlow explained that thii
was to facilitate the work of registra
tion and that it not only would span
the District officials considerable incon
venience, but also would save govern
ment workers time and trouble.

Mr. Donovan stated that in view o
the ruling of the provost marshal genera
to the effect that where a man's actua
and legal residence outside the District
coincides that man is entitled to regis
tration in that place or residence, manj
government clerks who maintain perma
nent homes outside the District will seel
registration there as absentees.
"Emphasis should be placed on the faci

that a home outside the District must noi
only be claimed but must be actually
maintained by the person seeking outsid<
registration," said Mr. Donovan. .

Insane Must Be Registered.
Among the appointments made wai

that of Reginald C. Trueman of thi
Government Hospital for the Insane. Ac¬
cording to the wording of the regula

lotions, all persons, including idiots anc
felons, must register. The registrar oi
the Government Hospital for the In
sane will therefore be empowered no
only to attend to the registration o
employes of the institution, but wil
also register the inmates in the mannei
presoribed for registration of the sick.
"An insane person is a sick person, ir

the eyes of the law," said Health Ofticei
Woodward, "and thefr cases are covered
in the fashion iif which the cases of th<
sick are attended to."
Wardens of prisons will also be ap

pointed registrars to register ipmates

Department Registrars.
The registrars appointed for their vari¬

ous departments follow:
War Department.Sidney H. Kent, ad¬

jutant general's office: Daniel F. Finni-
gan, signal office; Frederick H. Powell,
Secretary of War's office, inspector gen¬
eral's office, judge advocate general and
militia bureau; George L* Bowen. ord¬
nance department; D. J. Barton, office of
quartermaster general; H. F. Statesir,
general staff; R. J. Quigley, bureau of in¬
sular affairs; Milo C. Summers, surgeon
general's office, and Frank D. Fletcher,
chief of engineers office.

Interstate commerce commission..Al¬
fred Holmead and Lester Sisler.
Smithsonian Institution.-J. C. Taylor.
Interior Department-^-W. Bertrand

Acker, office of th# Secretary; Charles
B. Strong, general land office; Fred¬
erick H. Daiker, office of Indian af¬
fairs; Merritt L. Daw kins, pension of¬
fice; J. Ligon King, patent office;
Francis "H. Young, geological survey;
Raymond Depue, reclamation service;
William W. Adams, bureau of mines,
and Reginald C. Trueman, St. Eliza¬
beth Hospital.
Commerce Department.Eugene F.

Hartley. Commerce building; H. D.
Hubbard, bureau of standards; Capt.
P. A. Welker, coast and geodetic sur¬

vey. and I. H. Dunlap, bureau of fish¬
eries.
Treasury Department.James E. Har¬

per. Treasury Department, and Adam
P. Rutti, bureau of engraving and
printing.
State Department.Clinton R. Whlt-

ney. , ...Federal trade commission.L. H.
Waring.
House of Representatives.Sebe New.

man, clerk's office; Harry Pillen,
(Continued on Tenth Page.) I .

U. S. FLEETGREAT
WOROOPOFWAR

Ships, Ready for Battle, Now
Turning Out Men Who Can
Fight and Run Freighters.

YOUTHS EXPERT GUNNERS
R.v the Associated Press.
WITH THE I*XITED STATES AT¬LANTIC .FLEET. May 24..The bigships of the most powerful fleet everunder the American flag, when visiter!by a correspondent of the AssociatedPress, through arrangement with thecommittee on public information, wereworking day and night to brim? aboutthe defeat of Germany on the se».Ready for battle, they are spending?the waiting period turning out sailor

men.
The fleet, temporarily, is a greatworkshop of war. Already it is turn¬ing out one of its finished products.

men who can fl^ht. They are servingthe guns on American armed merchant «

ships. Tts other product.men who can
run the great merchant ships the United
States will use to feed the allies.willbe ready as soon as the ships.Five-inch guns, the kind principallyused against submarines, are there bythe hundreds. On the decks great tur¬
rets house long fourteen-inch and
twelve-inch rifles.three or two to a
turret. On high platforms guns usedfor defense against airplanes point to
the sky. Brass is always shining, steel
is always polished, paint is always
new. decks are always white with
scrubbing.

Have Lost Shipmates.
The men behind the guns have lost

shipmates in the war.they were guns*
crews on merchantmen sunk by Ger¬
man submarines. And other shipmates
now are on duty aboard the destroyers
operating with the British and French
fleets. The men with the Atlantic fleet
are working to prepare themselves to
avenge the killing of their mates.
Here's what happened the other day.

A crew was practicing with a flve-inch
gun. A bluejacket about seventeen.he
still had down on his cnln.was point¬
ing. He grasped handles on a broad-
brass wheel; his eye was steady at
a rubber cup at the end of a long sight,
through wTiich he saw the target. His
duty was to keep the gun on the tar¬
get so it might be flred at any time.
Around this beardless youth were

grouped other gun crews ready to Are
when his crew had completed its pe¬
riod.
The breech snapped open, the load was

thrown home, the jJreech wai hurled
back in place a/fd then a buzzer,
operated from the\lre control station,
sounded; there was y flash, a roar, the +

hiss of a projectilfr speeding through
the air and the kOuder hiss of com¬
pressed air blowing smoke out of the
gun. Miles away the projectile stru^^^*^the target.
"Guess that's bad," said an old man-

o'-war's-man, looking on admiringly at,
the third shot, as the gun's crew got
the range and the pillar of white
water leaped into the air.
"How would that do for Frttzy? Sup¬

pose tha^ had been a submarine

The buzzer, the roar of the gurt and J
the hiss of air interrupted him.
"Another hit! Gee whiskers, that's

shooting!*

Bookies at Loading: Machines.
On the after ,deck latest arrivals

aboard the ship were set to work that
day. and every other day, in fact, upon
the loading machines. They consist
principally of a breech and block and
a slide that carries away dummy pro¬
jectiles and powder bags. ,

Officers with stop watches in their
hands set one crew after another to
work, the Idea being to develop ex¬
treme loading speed by competition.
The newest members of the ships' com¬

panies work for days at these loading
machines. The next step In their train¬
ing carries them to the guns. But they
are not yet ready to fire the regular
charges. One-pounders, that go off
with a sharp crack, are lashed on top .

of the big guns and the crews go
through all the motions of firing, but.
instead of a big shell, a little one
weighing a pound speeds for the tar¬
get when the buzzer sounds or when
,the turret captains In charge of the
bigger rifles yell "Fire!"

After a period of firing with the sub-
callber arrangement, the crews get
down to real battle practice. There ar.
few busier places than a turret In ac¬
tion. Concave steel walls are all
around, and a steel roof is just above
the heads of the gunners. The pointers
sit far forward, underneath the barrel^
of the gun. Little seats like those <*i
a motor cycle are there for them and o»
every side are instruments. As the tur¬
rets "begin to fire, a lift, bearing the
huge projectile, bangs up from below,
great bags of powder slide from the
magazines into a long brass trough.
Husky bluejackets toss the powder into
another brass trough that is slipped
into position at the gigantic breech.
The projectile, almost as large as a

man. meanwhile ha'S been rolled into
the trough, a long automatic rammer
has jumped from the rear and shoved
it into the barrel. The powder bags
are driven home, a man at the breech
swings a lever, a ton of steel swings
up with a hiss of compressed air. The
breech block turns and locks, a buzzer
sounds, the charge is ignited and with
a rush of air the guns recoil about a

yard and then jump back into posi¬
tion. There is a loud "swish.swish"
as the guns come back and then go for¬
ward. Inside the turret not mucH
more than that is heard.

Different Outside.
Outside, it is much different. There is

a flash, a roar, a ring of smoke and the
loud whistle of the projectile rushing
through the air. So great is the con¬
cussion that every man outside has cot¬
ton or some other substance in his eare

I to save his ear drums from being
j broken.

Fifteen seconds from "commence nr-

ing" to "fire" is considered pretty good
time for the big guns in the navy. They
have new guns' crews in training now
who never saw salt water until three
weeks ago who are doing the thinff
easily in sixteen seconds.
Some nights the ships of the fleet

cruise in waters nearby for night bat¬
tle practice. Other nights they are an¬

chored In the base waters, where crews
are drilled at torpedo defense. The
guns are manned and dummy torpe¬
does and submarines are picked up by
the searchlights and theoretically de¬
stroyed.

_

The fleet has gained efficiency in tor¬
pedo defense. They tell a story In the
wardrooms of an American submarine
which decided to change it* anchorage
without giving notice. The fleet is
dark after a certain hour at night. Not
a light shows, but the watch Is In¬
tensely alert.
One of the deck officers saw the sub¬

marine outline itself, and a gun quickly
was trained. The submarine was hailed,
but the men on It failed to hear. Th»
fact that the submersible was runniug
behind the patrols was the only thing
that saved it. A flve-inch gun probably
would have blown it to pieces if the
maneuver had taken «lace on the other
side of the net. Now submarines do
not move around like that at night. It
was dangerous business.
While the guns' crews are bein*

trained on some of the ships, aboard
others are being trained men to run

(Continued on Seventh Pace.)


